ENTERPRISE ECOSYSTEMS
Building the institutions of a market economy unleashes opportunity, reduces
barriers to doing business, and creates a level playing field for all.
Building the institutions of a market economy means reducing barriers to doing business and promoting
an entrepreneurial culture that provides opportunities for all citizens. By prioritizing the development of
a policy environment that nurtures and supports all businesses, CIPE helps establish a level playing field
for entrepreneurs. This inclusive approach to entrepreneurship and policy engagement helps ensure that
democracy and the market economy are accessible to all segments of society.
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BAHRAIN

Building an Environment of Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Bahraini policymakers seek to reduce their country’s dependence on oil revenue, diversify
their economy, and generate well-paying jobs in the private sector for Bahraini youth.
To aid this effort, CIPE developed curricula on entrepreneurship and leadership to help
Bahrainis enhance the delivery of entrepreneurship education in the country. Developed
in partnership with the William Davidson Institute (WDI) at the University of Michigan, a
world-leading institute on entrepreneurship and emerging market economies, the curricula
apply leading, global practices and innovative tools in entrepreneurship and leadership
development to the unique Bahraini context.

Through this program, CIPE and WDI developed the expertise of 50 local trainers and certified them to implement the
curricula within leading entrepreneurship initiatives and university programs in Bahrain. With assistance from CIPE’s local
partner Seed, this cadre of trainers had conducted workshops for more than 200 aspiring young entrepreneurs. Around
40 percent of the trainers are women, as are nearly half of the aspiring entrepreneurs who received the training.
CIPE also worked with a diverse group of Bahrainis, including relevant government officials and business leaders, to
improve the environment for entrepreneurship in the country. Leading international and local experts drafted policy
papers focusing on access to credit, export promotion and business registration. The papers aim to spur dialogue
on policy recommendations and inform an advocacy campaign for improved legislation. Through these activities a
supportive environment is being built to foster a new generation of entrepreneurs in Bahrain.

Giving Women the Skills and Support to Build Businesses

GLOBAL

Although in a growing number of emerging democracies women can now vote or hold
office, often they cannot own property, register businesses, obtain commercial loans, or
otherwise fully participate in the economy. CIPE has developed mentorship programs
and provided technical assistance to business associations in order to support women
to become more active participants in their economies and societies.
Working with Red de Empresarias de Nicaragua and the Association of Business
Women in Serbia, CIPE developed a program that matched up successful women
entrepreneurs with women starting out in business. Eighty women participated in the
programs in Nicaragua and Serbia. Mentors helped mentees register their firms,
enhance their marketing strategy, and build new partnerships with retailers.
CIPE also partnered with the International Training Centre of the International Labour Organization (ITCILO) and
the Dutch Employers’ Cooperation Programme (DECP) to teach business associations how to better integrate women
entrepreneurs as members and how to advocate on their behalf. Twenty association and chamber participants — from
Fiji to Zambia to Montenegro — came together at the ITCILO training campus in Turin, Italy, to learn best practices
in business association management and policy advocacy, as well as training techniques. Upon returning home, the
participants implemented what they had learned from the workshop by educating their board, staff, and coalition
partners on how to recruit women members and better address their needs.
Through both these programs, CIPE utilized best practices from its unique private sector networks around the world to
help women entrepreneurs build the skills to be successful, to support one another, and to be leaders and change agents
in their communities.
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