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I . About the Survey 

Weak governance and insufficient transparency allow space for corruption to flourish. 

Insight into where and how corruption occurs and which transactions are most prone to bribery 

can help reformers know where to focus their efforts. The Center for International Private 

Enterprise (CIPE)ôs ñCombating Corruption and Promoting Transparencyò project is a 

comprehensive program of survey research, training, and technical assistance intended to raise 

awareness of corruption in Egypt and combat its corrosive effects on the economy and society.  

 

As a part of this project, CIPE commissioned a survey of a nationally-representative 

sample of nearly 1800 Egyptian citizens to gauge their perceptions of corruption in Egypt.  The 

survey was carried out by the Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies (ACPSS) in 

association with CIPE.  This national survey is a companion study to an earlier survey conducted 

by CIPE and ACPSS of nearly 800 Egyptian small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) about 

their experience with corruption in the course of doing business. CIPE and its partners will draw 

upon the survey results in conducting an advocacy program to raise awareness of corruption and 

recommend specific policy changes to reduce the risk of corruption. (Results of the SME survey 

are available at www.cipe.org in English and www.cipe-arabia.org in Arabic.) 

 

The ñCombating Corruption and Promoting Transparencyò project is led by an advisory 

council of prominent Egyptian experts consisting of the project partner organizations listed 

above,  as well as other business associations, civil society organizations, multinational 

corporations, political parties, and media outlets.  Advisory council members were selected 

based on their demonstrated commitment to political and economic reform in Egypt, experience 

and engagement in civil society, erudition, character, and public credibility. 

 

The project is made possible by a grant from the United States Agency for International 

Development. 

http://www.cipe.org/
http://www.cipe-arabia.org/
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II . Program Advisory Council 

 

 

Osama Murad, Co-Chair Chairman & CEO, Arab Finance Brokerage Co. 

Abdul Motei Lotfi, Co-Chair Vice Chairman, Federation of Economic Development 

Associations 
  

Sayed Ali Assistant Chief Editor, Ahram Newspaper 

Sherin Allam Chairperson, AWTAD (Business Women Association) 

Ashgan Ateya Accountant 

Ibrahim El Bahrawy Writer, Al Masry Al Youm, and Professor of Middle East 

Studies, Ein Shams University 

Ashraf Gamal El Din Executive Director, Center for Responsible Business Conduct 

Hany Aboul Fotouh Director of Policy & Corporate Affairs and Board Secretary, CI 

Capital Holding 

Gamal Abdul Gawad Director, Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies 

Abdul Fatah El Gibali Deputy Director, Ahram Center for Political and Strategic 

Studies  
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Al Wafd 
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Ministry of Administrative Development 
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Mesbah Qotb Senior Business Reporter, Al Masry-Al Youm 

Ahmed Ragab Head of Transparency Unit, Ministry of Investment 

Zakareya Abd Al Rahman Chairman, Al Fayomi Co, and Co-founder, Al Wasat Party 

Abdul Ghaffar Shokr Vice President, Arab & African Research Center 

Zeinab Tawfik Managing Director, Condor Shoe Industries 

Fouad Thabet Chairman, Federation of Economic Development  

Associations 

Ihab Hassan Youssef Board Member, Egyptian Junior Business Association 

Tarek Youssef Principal Partner, Grant Thornton Egypt, and Secretary General, 

Egyptian Tax Professionals Association 
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III . Citizensô Perceptions of Conditions in Egypt 

Egyptian perceptions about transparency and corruption are associated with their perceptions 

about the countryôs overall political, economic and social conditions.  These perceptions 

comprise a number of characteristics, shown in figures 1 and 2.  The most important of them are: 

1. Economic issues are a priority according to those who were polled.  Figure 1 shows the 

most important problems they believe Egypt is currently facing.  The figure indicates that 

economic challenges rank highest among surveyed Egyptians, as unemployment, prices, 

and poverty represent more than 73 percent of citizenôs first priorities.  

2. Problems relating to public services and infrastructure, such as housing, transportation, 

water, and sewage rank second, with 11 percent of citizens considering these problems to 

be Egyptôs most important challenges. 

3. Based on the above percentages, issues relating to political reform and high levels of 

transparency and integrity in public office priorities for the fewest number of those 

surveyed.  

 

Figure 1: What is the most important problem currently facing Egypt? (open question)  
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Figure 2: What in your opinion is the area that the government should deal with first, and 

which comes in second place? (poverty, unemployment, corruption, improvement of education 

sector, improvement of health services, enhancing political reform) (first answers only) 

 

The survey shows that Egyptians are inclined to differentiate between their own 

economic situation and their countryôs economic situation.  While the data shows a fairly 

positive attitude when assessing their familyôs economic situation, there is a negative opinion 

about Egyptôs economic situation.  These attitudes are shown in Figure 3.    

The relatively positive self assessment of individual economic situations stands in 

contrast to the very low to modest level of individual and family income, as shown in the survey 

demographics (see p. 24). Indicators show that most Egyptian families earn 300-600 Egyptian 

pounds (LE) (35 percent) and LE 600-1,000 (28 percent).  

 

Figure 3: How would you describe the current economic situation of Egypt / your family? 
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The variance in assessing the current economic welfare for Egypt and that of the family 

almost disappears when comparing perceived past economic welfare with that in the present.  

Figure 4 shows that most of the citizens tend to see the economic welfare of Egypt and the 

family three years ago as better than the current.   

 

Figure 4: Compared with  the current situation, how was the economic situation of Egypt / 

your family three years ago? 
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Citizens show less pessimism in assessing the future economic welfare of the family 

compared to the future economic welfare of Egypt.  While 31 percent of those surveyed expect 

the economic welfare of Egypt to be worse after three years, this percentage decreases to 24 

percent when predicting the economic welfare of their families.  This is shown in figure 5. 

 

Figure 5: Compared with the current situation, how do you expect the economic situation 

of Egypt / your family to be in three years? 
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Regarding the state of democracy in Egypt, attitudes are greatly diverse, indicating a lack 

of consensus or dominant trend. The results presented in figure 6 shows that the largest segment 

among Egyptian public (22 percent) locate Egypt exactly at the midpoint of an eleven-point 

index of democracy.  The rest of those who have been interviewed in this research are deeply 

divided, where 36 percent of them locate Egypt on the lower half of the 11-point index of 

democracy, while 41 percent locate Egypt on the upper half of the same index.   

 

Figure 6: If you measure democratic development with a scale from 1 (weakest) and 10 

(full democracy), how would you grade democratic development in Egypt? 
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Public opinion becomes clearer when assessing the degree of democratic development in 

Egypt compared to three years ago, and also when predicting the future.  While 52 percent of 

those surveyed see that there was a progress in democratic development in the last three years, 

17 percent see a regression in democratic development.  With respect to the future, 56 percent 

expect an improvement in democracy against 16 percent who expect the situation to get worse.  

This is shown in figure 7. 

 

Figure 7: Compared to the situation three years ago, how do you describe the current state 

of democracy in Egypt? / Compared to the current situation, what would you expect the 

status of democracy in Egypt to be in three years? 
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IV . Some Ideological Attitudes Among Egyptians 

Most of those surveyed favor an economic system that is based on a major role for the 

state and public sector, at 61 percent as shown in figure 8.  The data shows that after 30 years of 

starting to change the direction of the Egyptian economy towards a market economy, the biggest 

category of Egyptians still prefer an economic model where the government and the public sector 

plays a larger role.  Among the reasons for this could be a failure in applying the transition 

towards a market economy, or the failure of the decision-making groups in marketing its 

economic choices among citizens, or both.  

 

Figure 8: From your point of view, what is the best economic system for Egypt? (A system 

where the state and the public sector plays the major role, a system where the private sector 

plays the major role, a system where the private sector plays the major role while the 

government plays a greater role in controlling, monitoring and ensuring compliance of the 

laws) 
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Most of those surveyed (46 percent) prefer to maintain the current level of openness to 

the world, while a similarly large group (41 percent) prefers more openness to the world; only 13 

percent prefer less openness to the world.   

 

Figure 9: Is it better for Egypt to beé 
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However, a conservative trend emerges once more in the responses to the question 

regarding the country that Egyptian prefers as a model for Egypt.  The largest percentage of 

citizens prefers Saudi Arabia as a model, as shown in figure 10. 

 

Figure 10: What in your opinion is the state model that Egypt should follow? (USA, France, 

Britain, Japan, China, North Korea, South Korea, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Turkey, 

UAE, others [state]) 
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While 16 percent of the surveyed Egyptians visited Saudi Arabia in the last five years, only 0.9 

percent visited a European country, and 0.2 percent visited the United States, as shown in figure 

11. 

Figure 11 ï Have you or any of your family members traveled to any of the below listed 

countries in the last five years? 
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V. Experience with Corruption 

As shown in figure 12, it does not seem from the results that there exists considerable direct 

experience with corruption.  Only 10 percent of respondents indicated that their opinion 

regarding corruption was formed based on direct experience.
1
   

 

Figure 12: What are the main sources that you rely on to form your own opinion regarding 

corruption? (Choose Two Sources) (a. State-Owned Newspapers; b. Independent and 

Opposition Newspapers; c.  Local Television; d. Satellite Channels; e. Direct Experience; f. 

What I Hear from People) (first choice) 

 

 

  

                                                 
1
 In Transparency Internationalôs Global Corruption Barometer 2004, 17 percent of respondents answered óyesô 

when asked ñIn the past 12 months, have you or anyone living in your household paid a bribe in any form?ò  
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Data in figure 13 shows that the percentage of the urban population with direct 

experience with corruption is twice that of the population in rural areas.   

 

Figure 13: What are the main sources that you rely on to form your own opinion regarding 

corruption? (Percentage of sample who had direct experience with corruption, urban vs. 

rural)  
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As shown in figure 14, the percentage of Egyptians who said that they actually paid 

illegal payments in government transactions did not exceed four percent (for those who paid 

illegal payments to avoid traffic fines).
2
  The lowest instance was 1.3 percent, in the case of those 

who made such payments to avoid paying taxes.  The experience of Egyptians with other 

government offices varied between these two percentages. 

 

Figure 14: In the last two years, have you had to pay money or give presents in order to (a) 

obtain a license to engage in commercial activity; b) avoid getting a traffic ticket or pay a 

fine by the traffic police; c) avoid paying a fine or receive a penalty by the utilities police; d) 

issue a driverôs or automobile license; e) issue a construction or demolition license; f) 

reduce the amount of taxes you should pay; e) enroll your child in certain school): 

 

 

  

                                                 
2
 By contrast, 42 percent of small business owners surveyed in CIPEôs 2009 survey of 797 SMEs indicated that they 

had been obliged to offer illegal payments or gifts to obtain their business licenses; 29 percent had to pay bribes 

during the course of the operation of their business. 
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When asked about the reasons for these payments, it was surprising that a full 90 percent 

of those who indicated they had paid bribes view it as something everybody does.  Many were 

obliged to make these payments: 56 percent stated that the civil servant requested a bribe 

directly.  Seventy percent indicated they paid bribes to receive expedited service.  This suggests 

that delaying transactions is a means for civil servants to persuade citizens to make these illegal 

payments.  In addition, 27 percent mentioned they made illegal payments so that the civil servant 

would process the transaction despite missing or improperly filled-out paperwork. 

 

Figure 15: Why did you pay this money, even though you were not legally required to do 

so? (this is the normal act amongst people, to expedite the paperwork, the responsible 

employee directly requested it, the responsible employee indirectly requested it, so that the 

responsible employee overlooks missing documents) 
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