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The Public Governance System:
Building Dream Cities in the Philippines

�e governance pathway, developed by the Institute for 
Solidarity in Asia, o�ers Philippine cities a vision and roadmap 
to achieve governance reforms and make democracy work.

�irty cities and two provinces have participated in a rigorous 
certi�cation process that has improved city services, attracted 
investment, helped balance budgets, and raised citizens� 
quality of life.

Community groups participate in city planning and hold civic 
o�cials accountable for their promises, thereby deepening 
democracy.

Mayors who adopt good governance practices and respond 
to citizen demands are publicly recognized, setting a positive 
example for other cities.
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The Center for International Private Enterprise is a non-profit affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and one of the four core institutes of the National Endowment for Democracy. 
CIPE has supported more than 1,000 local initiatives in over 100 developing countries, 
involving the private sector in policy advocacy and institutional reform, improving 
governance, and building understanding of market-based democratic systems. CIPE 
provides management assistance, practical experience, and financial support to local 
organizations to strengthen their capacity to implement democratic and economic 
reforms. CIPE programs are also supported through the United States Agency for 
International Development. 
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The National Endowment for Democracy (NED) is a private, non-profit organization created 
in 1983 to strengthen democratic institutions around the world through nongovernmental 
efforts. The Endowment is governed by an independent, non-partisan board of directors. 
With its annual congressional appropriation, it makes hundreds of grants each year to 
support prodemocracy groups in Africa, Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, Latin America, 
the Middle East, and the former Soviet Union. 

CIPEõs support of the Institute for Solidarity in Asia was
funded by the National Endowment for Democracy.

The Institute for Solidarity in Asia (ISA) was established in 2000 to mobilize the business 
sector and civil society of the Philippines toward contributing substantively to alleviating 
poverty, improving the business climate, and promoting responsible citizenship. ISA 
works with government, business, and civil society at the local level to turn strategy and 
goals into real improvements in governance, resulting in positive outcomes for citizens.




