
U n l i ke its neighbors Po l a n d
and Hungary, the economic
d evelopment "tigers" of Cen-
t ral Euro p e, Slovakia has re-
ceived only a trickle of foreign
i n vestment. Also unlike its
m o re pro s p e rous neighbors,
S l ovakia has been re j e c t e d
from taking part in additional
EU and NATO accession talks
until the nation achieve s
g reater democratic and eco-
nomic reform. The election of
Prime Minister Mikulas
Dzurinda gave new hope to
f o r wa rd-looking citizens like
I van Miklos who want Slova-
kia to set an example of
a c h i evement for other states
in the region. Through their
e f f o r t s, Slovakia is stepping
out of the quagmire of perva-
s i ve corruption and polit-
ical re p ression that we re 
c o n s i d e red standard opera -
ting pro c e d u re under past
governments.

Miklos has always been
one of Slovakia's most out-
spoken opponents of its reac-
tionary past. Being one of the
leading and most re c o g n i z e d
opposition economists and the
Executive Director and found-
er of MESA 10, Miklos wa s
named Slovakia's new Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic

A f f a i rs in November 1999
after the opposition's re c e n t
election win. A CIPE partner
since 1996, MESA 10 is a
highly successful think tank
based in Bra t i s l ava that can
claim Dzurinda as one of its
co-founders. Under the leader-
ship of Miklos, the org a n i z a-
tion has made re m a r ka b l e
p ro g ress in a few short ye a rs
in raising public awareness of
Slovakia’s economic and polit-
ical plight. The think tank is
c redited with helping to edu-
cate the public on the need
for reforms, and it is the pub-
lic who took the initiative and
voted out the statist gove r n-
ment of Prime Minister
Vladimir Meciar.

MESA 10 trained dozens of
journalists in the ways of in-
ternational economics and fi-
n a n c e, and they exposed the
excesses of the Meciar regime
and hammered away at Slo-
vak public opinion. MESA 10's
primary vehicle for shaping
the views of policymakers has
been the Slovak Economic
Forum, which brings together
a variety of leaders and ex-
perts to discuss that country's
most pressing issues. 

O ver the ye a rs, Miklos has
been an uncompromising crit-

ic of Slovakia's cro ny capital-
ism and privatization, heav y -
handed treatment of media
and free speech, discrimina-
tion against ethnic minorities,
and efforts to squelch the na-
tion's incipient democra cy. A
member of Slovakia's firs t
post-Communist gove r n m e n t ,
Miklos left the government 
in 1992 to help lead the 
opposition forces. 

At a briefing at CIPE's of-
fices in Washington in Octo-
ber of 1998, Miklos thanke d
CIPE for its support of non-
g overnmental org a n i z a t i o n s
during the bleak days of the
Meciar re g i m e. He chara c t e r-
ized such funding as "the
most effective money spent"
by outside donors.  Miklos re-
iterated the importance of or-
ganizations like MESA 10
maintaining their indepen-
dence and keeping their dis-
tance from the Meciar govern-
ment. "If the government will
i n c o r p o rate [MESA 10's] va l-
ues or respect these va l u e s, "
he said, "we will support their
p o l i cy." Otherwise, he noted,
"Slovakia's future will be very
difficult." 

Miklos' speech is ava i l -
able at CIPE's Web site at
w w w. c i p e. o rg. 
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